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hamstringing of Czechoslovakia by the unopposed German
occupation of Sudeten territory, which came to pass as a result of
that very inglorious period of history. We gave the Czechs credit
for an effective resistance lasting from three to six weeks, and we
looked to the Russians and the French to give them some assist-
ance., at least by air. Our paper war lasted till after the crisis had
passed, but it was already sufficiently complicated without
bringing in Japan and subsequently the U.S.A.

It carne out clearly that we knew very little about the actual
strength ofjapan and it remained a problem as to what proportion
of naval strength should be kept in European waters to deal with
Germany, and what could be spared for the Far East The result
was not very encouraging.

It was natural that the actual events of that depressing
September were followed, stage by stage, by all at the College,
and when, finally, Neville Chamberlain returned from Munich
on the soth with the "No-more-war" declaration, there were few
that did not feel thoroughly ashamed at what appeared to be a
betrayal of Czecho-Slovakia.

It was true that as a result of Munich we were to give ourselves
another eleven months in which to accelerate our preparations,
and that the Prime Minister, knowing the full facts of our un-
preparedness and of the feeling in the country, was right in gaining
that breathing-space, but it was the apparent jubilation at the
result and the Thanksgiving Services in the Churches which
troubled me. Hitler might well have been misled into thinking
that in no circumstances would we go to war, whatever he did on
the Continent of Europe. I felt that our prayers to the Almighty
should have been for guidance in our dilemma rather than for
peace, the attainment of which was always possible provided we
were prepared to continue our policy of appeasing the arch
aggressor.

Mr, Winston Churchill was to have come and lectured to us
in October, but I received a letter from him to the effect that he
was so distressed by the change in the situation that he hadn't the
heart to address himself to the task to which he had been invited.

The crisis passed, and at the conclusion of the Course in
December I had been over two years at the IJD.C. It was now the
turn of the Navy to provide the Commandant, and before
Christmas I had turned over to Vice-Admiral Binney. It had been
a most interesting and enjoyable period in which I hope the
students had learnt as much as their Commandant.